
1 
 

MINUTES 
 
Montevallo City Council Work Session 
December 10, 2018 
5:30 p.m. at City Hall 
 
Mayor Hollie Cost, Council Member Rusty Nix, Council Member Matt Walker, Council Member 
Willie Goldsmith, Council Member Jason Peterson, and Council Member Tiffany Bunt were in 
attendance.   
 
Mayor Cost called the Work Session to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Chief Littleton presented the report from the Police Department:  
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Chief Bill Reid presented the Fire Department report. He noted that their call volume was only 89 in 
November. He said the old snorkel truck has been purchased and we have the money. Our new radio 
system is working. Several pagers are not working, however. We are using priority dispatch whereby 
Rescue One responds to general medical calls, not the Fire Department. That may be the reason our call 
volume has decreased.  
 
Mayor Cost mentioned that our Fire Marshal is working on a comparison report of our call volumes. 
    
Kirk Hamby, Director of Public Works, said the leaf vacuum truck is running four days a week. He 
cautioned we may experience some bridge icing overnight. However, our crews are prepared in the event 
that occurs. He also mentioned that he has been researching the price of a new grapple truck and they 
range from $135,000 to $165,000.  
 
Mayor Cost said a new grapple ruck would be purchased using Sanitation Funds.  
 
Council Member Peterson asked for a copy of the recent walkability report in preparation for his 
committee meeting.  
 
In the absence of Mr. Baugh, Council Member Nix presented a brief update on activities at the parks. He 
noted that we are finishing up with basketball and that soccer, softball and baseball should start in 
January.   
 
The Library’s Executive Director, Lauren Bartell, presented the Library report: 
 

 
Abigail Heuton, Montevallo Junior City Council Mayor, updated the Council on the group’s activities. She 
said the Mrs. Claus event at the library was a great event for the kids. She said the group has not been as 
busy lately because of exams. She noted the following:  
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Council Member Bunt noted that schools are out this week. She also noted that UM held a strategic 
planning meeting with the public here at City Hall recently. She encouraged everyone to go to the 
university’s website and participate in the strategic planning survey. Everyone’s input is needed.  
 
Steve Gilbert, Director of the Montevallo Chamber, reminded everyone that the downtown, Christmas 
Open House is Thursday night from 5-7 PM. Merchants are staying open late to participate in the event. 
There will be a drawing for prizes at the Main Street Tavern at 7:30.  
 
Mayor Cost then reviewed the remaining agenda items.  
 
Shoal Creek Park Pavilion Power Easement -  
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Abatement of Weeds at 235 Wilson Drive and Abatement of Weeds at 98 Western Drive – Will be 

discussed during Public Hearing.  

Improvements to Boy Scout Hut - $1,500 from State Capital Improvement Account  - Mayor Cost pointed 

out this will allow us to use the facility as our Park & Rec office. The Boy Scouts will still have access to 

the building for their functions. 

Council Member Nix asked if Mr. Baugh will do all of the work on the building himself. The Mayor said he 

will do most of it, but not the sheet rock.   

Mahler House Improvement Plan – Mayor Cost presented the estimates prepared by Shelby County as a 

result of our investigation into the needed repairs at the Mahler House.   

 

At last week’s stakeholder meeting, it was suggested that the Historical Commission take the lead from 

this point forward and oversee the improvement process. The City has $290,000 remaining in the house 

improvement account. Additional funding would need to be raised by the Commission for the project. The 

Mayor suggested allowing the Commission a period of two years to raise the funds and complete the 

project working under terms and conditions as further detailed in an MOA.  

Council Member Bunt asked if the project team would no longer include members of both the Shoal Creek 

Park Foundation and the Historical Commission. Mayor Cost said the Commission would take the sole 
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lead. She noted they will still have to follow bid regulations and other guidelines, but that the City Clerk 

would help them in those efforts.  

Council Member Bunt asked if the Historical Commission is in agreement with this plan. Janice Seaman, 

Chai of the Commission, said that they still need to review the MOA.   

Council Member Nix and Ms. Seaman both said they thought the project should have the full $300,000 

originally set aside for improvements to the house.  

Council Member Walker questioned whether or not restoring the house at that price was worth it and a 

wise use of city funds.   

Ms. Seaman suggested that the gift from Ms. Mahler requires us in the deed to restore the house.  

Council Member Walker noted that the deed refers to maintain the “homeplace” and that he is not 

convinced that is the same thing as the house.  

Mayor Cost noted that is why she suggests authorizing only the $290,000 still in our account for that 

purpose. The rest would need to be raised.  

Council Member Walker said he thinks there are a lot of improvements which could be made to Shoal 

Creek Park with that $290,000.  

Melinda Nix, a member of the Historical Commission, questioned whether or not the Commission could 

raise tax exempt donations.  

If not, Council Member Walker noted that is what the Shoal Creek Park Foundation was created to do.  

 
Montevallo City Council Meeting 
December 10, 2018 
6:00 p.m. at City Hall 
 
Mayor Hollie Cost, Council Member Rusty Nix, Council Member Matt Walker, Council Member 
Willie Goldsmith, Council Member Jason Peterson, and Council Member Tiffany Bunt were in 
attendance.   
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Public Hearing:  
 

o Abatement of Weeds at 235 Wilson Drive 
o Abatement of Weeds at 98 Western Drive 

 
Mayor Cost opened the hearing at 6:00 p.m.  
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The City Clerk presented notifications and recommendations from the Code Enforcement Officer 
regarding the weed and other code violations at the above described properties as further detailed in the 
following:  
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Mayor Cost invited the owners or anyone else in attendance to speak regarding the complaints. No one 
chose to speak. Therefore, the Mayor closed the Public hearing at 6:02 p.m.  
 
   
Meeting Call to Order 
 
Mayor Cost called the regular meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
 
 
Approval and/or corrections of the minutes – 12/10/18 
 
Council Member Peterson made a motion to approve the Minutes from the December 11, 2018 meeting 
as presented.  Council Member Walker seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  
 
Recognitions / Awards: None 
 
Opportunities for citizens to speak to the Council: 
 
Bobby Pierson asked about the bus service. He said it did not appear we were getting enough riders to 
sustain the service.  
 
Mayor Cost said the pilot program is coming to a close. Unfortunately, we have not had the level of 
ridership we had hoped. However, we are looking into the possibility of a micro-transit system as an 
alternative.  
 
Melinda Nix informed the Council that the Montevallo Civitan Club laid a wreath at the Veteran’s 
Cemetery honing all Montevallo Veterans.  
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Committee Reports and Consideration of Bills: 
 

Public Health & Safety (Police, Fire, Code Enforcement, Housing Abatement)– Discussed earlier.  

 

Sustainability (Streets & Sanitation, Recycling, Arbor & Beautification, ValloCycle, Environmental 

Preservation Initiatives) – Discussed earlier.  

 

Recreation, Preservation and Community Development (Parks & Recreation, Golf Course, Youth 

Athletics, Trails, Planning & Zoning, Annexations,) – Discussed earlier.  

 

Education, Arts & Outreach (Schools, UM, Boys & Girls Club, Library, American Village, Sister City 

Commission, Artwalk) – Discussed earlier.  

 

Finance, Economic Development & Tourism (Finance, MDCD, IDB, Chamber, Historical Commission, 

Main Street) – Discussed earlier.  

 

Council Member Walker made a motion to authorize payment of the bills as presented. Council member 

Nix seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  

 
Consent Agenda: NONE 
 
New Business: 
 

Shoal Creek Park Pavilion Power Easement -  

Council Member Peterson made a motion to authorize the Mayor to execute the easement. Council 

member Walker seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  

 

Abatement of Weeds at 235 Wilson Drive –  

Mayor Cost said we have made a lot of progress with regard to getting people to clean up their properties. 

She thanked our Code Enforcement Officer for doing such a good job.  

Council Member Nix made a motion to abate the nuisances at 235 Wilson Drive. Council member 

Goldsmith seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  

 

Abatement of Weeds at 98 Western Drive -  

Council Member Goldsmith made a motion to abate the nuisances at 98 Western Drive. Council member 

Walker seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  

 

Council Member Bunt asked if the facility would still be available for rental. The Mayor said it will not.  
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Council Member Nix made a motion to authorize the improvements to Boy Scout Hut using $1,500 from 

State Capital Improvement Account. Council Member Peterson seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION 

APPROVED.  

Mahler House Improvement Plan – Mayor Cost said she recommends assigning the duties as project 

manager over to the Historical Commission, to be assisted by the City Clerk. 

Council Member Bunt asked what changed so that we no longer want the committee original assigned to 

this project to remain in control.  

Mayor Cost said the Foundation agrees with this plan.    

Council Member Bunt asked if the Historical Commission is willing to take on this added responsibility.  

Ms. Seaman said they need to review the proposed MOA before they can respond.  

Council Member Walker asked if the Commission takes the lead, what will be the role of the Foundation. 

He said he is concerned that we will end up with two entities raising funds for the park.  

Ms. Seaman said Marty Evers, a Foundation member, has agreed to stay involved in the project.   

 Susan Godwin said that, as a Commission member, she appreciates the Council being willing to allow 

them to fulfill their role as Commission members. 

Ms. Seaman said that Mike Powell with Psalms Construction suggested that the property’s condition is 

deteriorating rapidly and that it could be considered an emergency situation, which would give us leeway 

under state law. 

Council Member Walker said he would not support any no bid contracts. 

 Mayor Cost asked for a motion. Council Member Nix made a motion to turn over project management to 

the Historical Commission, with a budget of $290,000. Council Member Bunt seconded. Council Members 

Nix and Bunt voted AYE. Council Members Walker, Goldsmith Peterson and Mayor Cost voted NAY. The 

motion FAILED.  

Mayor Cost said she would prepare an MOA for consideration at an upcoming meeting. 

Approval for Second Bridge at Shoal Creek Park – Funding Through MDCD 

Mayor Cost informed the Council that an anonymous donor has offered to provide $40,000 in funding 

toward the construction of a second pedestrian bridge at Shoal Creek Park. The MDCD has agreed to 

cover the remainder of the $115,000 cost. The bridge would be named for a member of the donor’s 

family.  

Council Member Walker said we are all grateful for the donation, but we can’t agree to blindly name a 

public asset after someone without knowing who that someone is.  He made a motion to approve the 

construction of the bridge to be funded by the MDCD and with the $40,000 donation, with the naming to 

take place at a later date. Council Member Bunt seconded the motion.  ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED. 



25 
 

Sustainability Committee – Council Member Peterson will set a meeting to review requirements 

regarding dumpster screens for existing developments 

 
Old Business: 
 

Victory Property Update – 

Mayor Cost informed the Council that the owners of the property countered with a sales price of 

$375,000, with no environmental contingency, just finance, and they want to close in 30-45 days.  

The Council discussed the counter and Council Member Bunt made a motion to respond with an offer to 

pay $375,000 for the properties with a contingency for both financing and environmental. Council 

Member Peterson seconded. Council Member Nix voted NAY. All others voted AYE . . . MOTION 

APPROVED.   

Video Production Agreement – 
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Council Member Bunt noted that this agreement requires us to send a letter of endorsement to local 

businesses. She also pointed out other areas of concern with the proposal.  

In response to a question from Council Member Nix, Mayor Cost explained that there is no cost in this 

agreement to the City.  

Council Member Walker asked if other cities are doing this. Council Member Bunt noted that Montgomery 

has done it.   

The Mayor noted that their video gets a lot of views.  

Council Member Nix asked if this means a business can’t do their own. Council Member Bunt said NO.   

Council Member Bunt made a motion to authorize the Mayor to enter into this agreement. Council 

Member Walker seconded. Council Member Peterson ABSTAINED. All others voted AYE . . . MOTION 

APPROVED.  

Board Appointments: 

Opening on Design Review Committee – Mayor Cost informed the Council that Jim Day resigned from the 

committee. She thanked Mr. Day for his service, noting he was a tremendous asset to us.  

Katie Howard said she has been working on a list of other board opening, which will be presented to the 
Council for consideration soon.  
 
Janice Seaman mentioned that Pam Phagan is also planning to resign from the DRC.  
 
Other Business 
 
Shoal Creek Park Logo – 
  

 
 
Of the above designs, the Shoal Creek Park Foundation recommends the fourth one - the one featuring the  
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two tees with the creek running through the middle. Council Member Bunt made a motion to approve the  
selection. Council Member Peterson seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APROVED.  
   
 
Citizen Participation: 
 
Bobby Pierson inquired about a procedural matter during the meeting.  No others came forward.  
 
There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Nix made a motion to adjourn. 

Council Member Walker seconded. ALL AYES . . . MEETING ADJOURNED at 6:49 p.m. 

Submitted by: 

 

Herman Lehman 
City Clerk 


